
CCOC -- Review Organization Meeting 
23 August 2013 

11:30-1 
254 Rose Administration 

Draft of Minutes 

In attendance --  
CCOC Members:  Marsh Adams, Beth Bennett, Kathy Bolland, Kim Campbell, David Cordes, Ryan 
Earley, Maurizio Godorecci, Dave Heggem, Brenda Hunter, Kurt Morton, Mark Nelson, Cathy Pagani, 
Rebecca Pow, Cynthia Sunal, Ray White, Liza Wilson, Tom Wilson, Tricia Witte, Z.J. Wu  
Student Representatives:  Camden Adrian, Mackenzie Brown, Sam Creden, William Howard Stephens 
 

1. Mark Nelson welcomed new CCOC members and student representatives to this 
year’s committee and provided a brief history of the Core Curriculum at the 
University of Alabama and of the mission of the Core Curriculum Oversight 
Committee (CCOC). 
 

2. Beth Bennett discussed the on-line process used by the CCOC for conducting course 
reviews and reviewed the timeline for the 2013 CCOC course review: 
 

15 September – final date for department heads to submit for the 2013 review  
27 September – CCOC meeting to discuss status of subcommittee work 
18 October – official vote on completed reviews 
8 November – CCOC meeting to discuss status of subcommittee work and to 
report on any resubmissions  
6 December – CCOC meeting, if needed, to complete the review and the final 
vote  

 
Subcommittee assignments are identified in the attached membership list.  Members 
should wait to begin reviewing submissions until they have received word from their 
subcommittee chair but should notify Beth if they have any difficulty accessing the 
review program. 

 
3. Marsha Adams, who co-chairs with Cathy Pagani the SACS General Education 

Assessment Planning committee, presented an initial plan for general education 
competencies and their assessment, based on the Principles of Accreditation 
Comparison, 2005 and 2012 (attached). 

a. She explained that the review work of the CCOC has the institution well 
prepared for reporting on 2.73 General Education, under Core Requirements. 

b. What we need to address now is 3.5.1 General Education Competencies. 
i. To begin, the committee, which includes Kathy Bolland and Beth 

Bennett, proposed that the CCOC examine courses reviewed between 
2009-12, which are also approved by the AGSC (Alabama General 
Studies Curriculum) as general education courses in Area II 



(Humanities and Fine Arts), Area III (Mathematics and 
Natural Science), and Area IV (Social and Behavioral Sciences) – see 
attached list. 

ii. Based on the outcomes identified in those areas by the AGSC (see 
General Studies Curriculum Core), we will survey our courses for 
shared learning outcomes and common measures of student learning 
within Areas II, III, and IV. 

iii. The goal is to develop for those courses either a common rubric of 
shared general education outcomes or a set of embedded questions for 
showing student competencies -- to pilot in Spring 2014. 

iv. The idea is to gather evidence of general education competency 
attained at UA, not to assess individual core courses. 

c. David Cordes asked why the CCOC should generate these outcomes from our 
review of the UA Core Curriculum, rather than use national standards. 

i. Beth responded that generating shared learning outcomes for each core 
designation has been the plan from the beginning – we are just getting 
to it sooner than we had expected.  It constitutes the next step of 
assessing our program and what it offers students in terms of general 
education. 

ii. She said that while courses in some areas, such as math and science, 
may easily be served by national standards, others in the humanities 
and social sciences would not necessarily be well served. 

iii. Nonetheless, national standards could eventually be used as guides for 
determining what improvements we might want or need to make. 

d. Marsha reported that initially the committee members would take the lead on 
trying to identify shared learning outcomes but that all committee members 
should take a look at the courses that their subcommittee reviewed in the 
CCOC archive: 

i. Cathy Pagani will review courses with FA designations. 
ii. Beth Bennett will review courses with HU designations. 

iii. Marsha and Kathy Bolland will review courses with SB designations. 
iv. She asked ZJ Wu and his subcommittee to help with the MATH/NS 

courses. 
e. There will be some time at the next CCOC meeting given to discuss reports on 

our initial findings. 
f. The SACS planning committee report is due in December. 

  
4. Beth Bennett confirmed the Fall meeting dates are all on Fridays, 11:30-1, in 254 

Rose:  27 September,  8 November, 6 December (if needed) 

Meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 



8/23/2013 Core Curriculum Oversight Committee
2013-2014 

MEMBER TITLE EMAIL ADDRESS SUB-COMMITTEE PRIMARY SECONDARY TERM OF

CHAIR SUB-COMMITTEE SUB-COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT

Mark Nelson, Chair Vice Provost, Office for Academic Affairs mnelson@ua.edu Permanent
Beth Bennett, Co-Chair Professor and Chair, Communication Studies, C&IS bbennett@ua.edu W W 2012-2015

Marsha Adams Senior Associate Dean, Academic Programs, NUR madams@bama.ua.edu W 2013-2016
Kathleen Bolland Assistant Dean, Social Work kbolland@sw.ua.edu H/SB H/SB HU/FA/L/FL 2011-2014
Kim Campbell Professor and Associate Dean, C&BA kcampbel@cba.ua.edu M/NS HU/FA/L/FL 2013-2016
David Cordes Professor and Chair, Computer Science, ENG david.cordes@ua.edu C C W 2012-2015
Ryan L. Earley Assistant Professor, Biology, A&S rlearley@bama.ua.edu M/NS W 2013-2016
Maurizio Godorecci Associate Professor, A&S mgodorec@bama.ua.edu HU/FA/L/FL HU/FA/L/FL 2012-2015
Dave Heggem Associate Dean, C&BA dheggem@cba.ua.edu C C HU/FA/L/FL 2012-2015
Luke Niiler Associate Professor and Director, Writing Center lpn1966@gmail.com W 2011-2014
Cathy Pagani Professor and Chair, Art, A&S cpagani@bama.ua.edu HU/L/FA/FL 2013-2016
Cynthia Sunal Professor, Education cvsunal@bamaed.ua.edu C W 2011-2014
Amanda "Amy" Thompson Associate Professor, HES amanda.thompson@ua.edu W 2011-2014
Ray White Professor, Physics & Astronomy, A&S rwhite@ua.edu HI/SB HU/FA/L/FL 2013-2016
Liza Wilson Professor, Education ewilson@bama.ua.edu HI/SB W 2012-2015
Tom Wilson Associate Dean, Branch Libraries and Digital Student Services tcwilson@ua.edu C W 2013-2016
Tricia Witte Associate Professor, Human Development, HES twitte@ches.ua.edu HU/FA/L/FL Faculty Senate

Z.J. Wu Professor and Chair, Mathematics, A&S zwu@mathdept.as.ua.edu M/NS M/NS HU/FA/L/FL 2012-2015

Camden Adrian Student Member cgadrian@crimson.ua.edu HU/FA/L/FL
Mackenzie Brown Student Member mabrown9@crimson.ua.edu W
Blair Butler Student Member bmbutler@crimson.ua.edu M/NS
Sam Creden Student Member spcreden@crimson.ua.edu H/SB
William Howard Stephens Student Member whstephens@crimson.ua.edu C

Brenda Hunter, Liaison Associate University Registrar brenda.hunter@ua.edu Permanent
Rebecca Pow Associate Dean, Continuing Studies rpow@ccs.ua.edu 2011-2014
Denny Savage Associate University Registrar denny.savage@ua.edu Permanent
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